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Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Tuesday 8 June 2010 at 
2.00pm   

 
 

PRESENT Mrs Morag Munro (Chairman)  
 Mrs Catriona Stewart (Vice-Chairman) Mr Charlie Nicolson 
 Mr David Blaney Mr Murdo Macleod  
 Mr Archie K Campbell Mr Roddie Mackay 
 Mr Alex A MacDonald Mr Kenneth A Maciver 
 Mrs Annie Macdonald Mr Iain Morrison 
 Mr Norman M Macleod Mrs Agnes Rennie 
 Mr Donald I Nicholson Rev David Campbell 
 Mr Angus Campbell Rev Andrew Coghill 
 Mr Angus McCormack (by video-link from 

Inverness) 
Mrs Mary Bell 

   
APOLOGIES Rev Iver Martin  
 
 
Prayer  The Meeting was opened with prayer led by Rev Andrew Coghill. 

 
  MINUTES 

 

Minute of 
Meeting of 20 
April 2010   

 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 

 
 

2 The Vice-Chairman declared an interest in Item 7 as a member of her family had an 
involvement in pre-school provision in Stornoway and left the meeting during 
consideration of the matter.  
 
Mr David Blaney declared an interest in the item concerning Provision of Pre-School 
Education in the Western Isles as his wife was involved in pre-school provision and left 
the meeting during consideration of the matter.  
 

  FINANCE 
 

General Fund 
Revenue 
Outturn 2009/10  
PR100.02 

3 With reference to Item 3 of the Minute of Meeting of 9 February 2010 the Director of 
Finance and Corporate Resources submitted a Report which detailed the Comhairle’s 
revenue outturn for 2009/10 and sought approval for departmental carry forwards.  A 
summary of the Comhairle’s outturn which showed an unaudited surplus of £965k 
against an initial budget deficit of £10k was detailed at Appendix A to the Report and 
details of the Comhairle’s balances, including those already committed for specific 
purposes was detailed at Appendix B. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report; 
 
(2) agree that £329k of the underspend on the Director of Technical Services 

budgets be used to offset the deficit on the Roads and Street Lighting 
Trading Operations and the Winter Maintenance overspend carried 
forward from 2008/09; 
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  (3) agree the carry forward of budgets as detailed in Appendix C to the 
Report; and 

 
(4) agree that Reports on spending proposals for departmental carry 

forwards be submitted to future meetings of the relevant Service 
Committees and the Policy and Resources Committee and that such 
proposals should focus on projects that would help reduce the forecast 
budget deficit from 2011/12 onwards. 

 
General Fund 
Capital Outturn 
2009/10 
PR100.02 

4 With reference to Item 4 of the Minute of Meeting of 9 February 2010 the Director of 
Finance and Corporate Resources submitted a Report which detailed the final outturn 
of the Capital Programme for 2009/10 as at 31 March 2010.  The total resources 
required to fund Capital Expenditure in 2009/10 were detailed in the Report.  An update 
of the Capital Programme in its new format was provided at Appendix 1 to the Report.  
Details of the projects to be funded by Prudential Borrowing were detailed at Appendix 
2 to the Report and Appendix 3 to the Report provided details of the projects funded by 
the accelerated capital grant. 

 
It was stated in the Report that capital expenditure in 2009/10 was £14,598k, equating 
to 94% of the revised Programme at 31 December 2009 and that this was £17,861k 
less than the available resources which would be carried forward to 2010/11 to fund the 
remaining projects in the 2008-13 Capital Programme. 
 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the capital expenditure to 31 March 2010; and 
 
(2) approve the revised Programme for 2010/11. 

 

  POLICY 
 

Future Structure 
of Schools 
Management in 
Scotland 
E01 

5 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report intimating that 
the Scottish Parliament’s Committee for Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture was 
considering the future structure of schools management in Scotland and that the 
Committee had commissioned the Scottish Parliament Information Centre to research 
different models of education redelivery in different parts of the United Kingdom and 
around the world.  In particular the Report referred to the development of a consultation 
programme by East Lothian Council in connection with the Community Based 
Management of Schools and it was intimated that such a model could result in 
estimated savings of £2.2million per year on non-domestic rates, if schools were to be 
run by charitable trusts.  The Report referred to the Learning Community model 
developed in the Western Isles, which provided a mechanism for schools to work 
together to develop local solutions and strategies tailored to the particular needs of their 
own communities and that there was an intention to devolve more of the budget so that 
these solutions and strategies could be effected.  It was pointed out in the Report that it 
was considered that this could most effectively be done by the Comhairle, as Education 
Authority, maintaining overall management of establishments.  It was stated in the 
Report that in light of the information available and taking account of rurality, size and 
number of schools in the Western Isles the scope for creating trusts to manage schools 
would be limited.  However, it was further pointed out that there maybe the possibility to 
give further consideration to schools within Learning Communities working in 
partnership with Community Trusts to attract funding to enhance the delivery of 
education for young people, whilst contributing to the sustainability of the economy in 
the Community they served. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree that the terms of 
paragraph 6.1 of the Report should form the basis of an initial submission by the 
Comhairle to the Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee of the 
Scottish Parliament and that it be delegated to the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services to submit the Comhairle’s response to the Education, 
Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee, taking account of the views expressed 
at the Committee on this matter. 
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Pre-School and 
Childcare 
Provision in 
Stornoway : 
Meeting with 
NHS Western 
Isles  
 
 

6 The Chairman welcomed Mr John Angus Mackay Chairman of NHS Western Isles to 
the meeting and invited Mr Mackay to outline the rationale for the decision of NHS 
Western Isles to withdraw funding for the Little Teddies Nursery and to outline any way 
forward which NHS Western Isles could suggest.   
 
Following the presentation by Mr John Angus Mackay, an opportunity was afforded to 
Members to ask questions of Mr Mackay. 
 
It was agreed to note the presentation by Mr John Angus Mackay, Chairman of 
NHS Western Isles, concerning pre-school and childcare provision in Stornoway. 

 
  The Vice-Chairman declared an interest in Item 7 as a member of her family had an 

involvement in pre-school provision in Stornoway and left the meeting during 
consideration of the matter.  
 

Pre-School and 
Childcare 
Provision in 
Stornoway  
E01.02.06 

7 With reference to Item 10 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving information in relation to 
progress which had been made in providing alternative childcare provision in 
Stornoway. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the content of the Report. 

 
Procedures for  
the Provision of  
Lodgings For 
School Pupils 
E01 

8 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report identifying the 
need to update the procedures for the approval of lodging placements for rural 
secondary pupils.  It was intimated in the Report that the current Comhairle policy 
stated that:   
 
“No pupil shall ordinarily be expected to travel for more than one hour, expect with the 
consent of the pupil and the parent, and that the Comhairle will aim to limit all journeys 
for primary pupils to no more than 30 minutes. Secondary pupils with a journey time in 
excess of one hour would be offered the opportunity to take up lodgings during the 
week which would be funded by the Comhairle”.   
 
The Report stated that it was necessary to review the procedure for approving lodgings 
in light of changes in legislation relating to child protection and that at present 
consultations were ongoing with other Local Authorities and voluntary bodies in order to 
ensure that the Comhairle’s procedures for approving lodgings would reflect best 
practice.  It was further stated that these procedures would be submitted to the 
Comhairle in September 2010 and it was therefore suggested that delegation be 
granted to the Director of Education and Children’s Services, if appropriate, to approve 
placements for the academic year 2010/11. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle revise its approved lodging 
procedures and that delegation be granted, if appropriate, to the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services to approve placements for the 2010/11 
academic year. 
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  EDUCATIONAL PROVISION 

 

Report by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education 
(HMIE) : Bragar 
School -  April 
2010 
E01.01.11 

9 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report appending a 
copy of the Report by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIe) dated 18 May 
2010 concerning Bragar Primary School, Isle of Lewis.  The Report gave background 
information in relation to the Inspection and stated that that school’s key strengths 
which identified by HMIe were are follows: 
 
(1) children were confident in school and keen to learn; 
 
(2) approaches to identifying and supporting children who needed additional help 

with their learning; 
 
(3) the success of all staff in improving learning and the achievements of children; 

and 
 
(4) the impact of the Headteacher in taking forward the whole school community. 
 
It was further indicated that the following areas for improvement had been identified 
with the school and the Comhairle, as Education Authority, namely; 
 
(1) ensuring that all children had work at the right level so that they made 

appropriate progress; 
 
(2) increased opportunities for children to learn leadership skills for example by 

taking on more responsibilities and by contributing to the school improvement. 
 
It was intimated in the Report that HMIe would make no further visits following this 
Inspection.   
 
The Chairman welcomed Shona Gunn, Headteacher, Bragar Primary School, to the 
meeting and an opportunity was afforded to Members to ask questions of Ms Gunn.  
 
The Chairman thanked Shona Gunn for her attendance.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, the main 
points for action and the evaluations, as listed in the Report. 
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Report by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education 
(HMIE) : Paible 
School -  April 
2010 
E01.01.11 

10 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report appending a 
copy of the Report by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIe) dated 27 April 
2010 concerning Paible School, Isle of North Uist.  The Report gave background 
information in relation to the Inspection and stated that that school’s key strengths 
identified by HMIe were are follows: 
 
(1) well behaved, polite young people who were eager to learn; 
 
(2) the high quality of young people’s work in Art and Design and their confident 

use of information and communications technology (ICT) to support their 
learning across the curriculum; 

 
 
(3) the engagement of staff and their willingness to take on new developments to 

improve the school; 
 
 
(4) partnership with parents and the local community; and 
 
 
(5) leadership of change. 
 
 
It was further indicated that the following areas for improvement had been identified 
with the school and the Comhairle, as Education Authority, namely; 
 
(1) building on examples of very good learning and teaching to ensure that young 

people received a consistently high quality learning experiences; 
 
(2) continuing to raise young peoples attainment by ensuring that learning 

activities were set at the right level for all young people; and 
 
 
(3) improving the opportunities for young people to exercise responsibility and to 

contribute more to decisions which affect them. 
 
 
It was intimated in the Report that HMIe would make no further visits following this 
inspection.  
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Hugh MacDonald, Headteacher, Paible School to the 
meeting and an opportunity was afforded to Members to ask questions of Mr 
MacDonald. 
 
The Chairman thanked Hugh MacDonald for his attendance. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, the main 
points for action and the evaluations, as listed in the Report. 
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Report by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education 
(HMIE) : 
Balivanich 
School -  April 
2010 
E01.01.11 

11 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report appending a 
copy of the Report by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education (HMIe) dated 25 May 
2010 concerning Balivanich Primary School and Nursery Class, Isle of Benbecula.  The 
Report gave background information in relation to the Inspection and stated that that 
school’s key strengths identified by HMIe were are follows: 
 
(1) the inclusive and welcoming ethos of the school; 
 
(2) the positive impact of Gaelic culture in the school; 
 
 
(3) children were happy and motivated and confident in school and were 

progressing well; 
 
 
(4) the leadership of the Headteacher and the effective teamwork of all staff in 

improving the school; and 
 
 
(5) the productive links made with the local and wider community; 
 
 
It was further indicated that the following areas for improvement had been identified 
with the school and the Comhairle, as Education Authority, namely; 
 
(1) across the school and the nursery class, improve the way children’s progress 

was identified and recorded so that the information could be used to guide 
their learning and raise achievement; and 

 
(2) in the Gaelic Medium classes increase the amount the time where Gaelic was 

used across the curriculum;  
 
 
It was intimated in the Report that HMIe would make no further visits following this 
inspection.  
 
The Chairman welcomed Mairi Claire Ferguson, Headteacher, Balivanich Primary 
School to the meeting and an opportunity was afforded to Members to ask questions of 
Ms Ferguson. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mairi Claire Ferguson for her attendance. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, the main 
points for action and the evaluations, as listed in the Report. 

 
Follow –
Through Report 
by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education – 
Castlebay 
School, March 
2010 -  
Improvement  
Plan 
E01.01.11 

12 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report appending the 
Improvement Plan prepared following the follow-through inspection by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Education (HMIe) at Castlebay School in December 2009.  It was 
intimated that the Improvement Plan had been developed in consultation with teaching 
staff, pupils, parents and HMIe. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the contents of the Report; and 
 
(2) note the areas for improvement in Castlebay School which have been 

agreed and collated into an Improvement Plan. 
 
Arising out of consideration of this matter it was further agreed to recommend 
that the Director of Education and Children’s Services should make 
arrangements to ensure that a pupil version of any Improvement Plan resulting 
from an inspection by HM Inspectorate of Education was made available. 
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Review of 
Educational 
Provision and 
the Comhairle’s 
Future Strategy 
for the Schools 
Estate :  Further 
Feedback on 
Community 
Conversations 
E01.01.11 

13 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving information on 
discussions arising out of the community conversations which had taken place with the 
school communities, as detailed in the Report.  The Report intimated that previous 
Reports to the Comhairle had identified the challenges which faced the Comhairle in 
fulfilling its statutory duty with regard to education and that these included: 
 
(1) a continuing decline in schools rolls; 
 
(2) a tightening financial settlement; 
 
 
(3) an aspiration to educate young people in buildings that were “fit for purpose” in 

terms of condition, suitability and sufficiency in line with the Scottish 
Government’s Strategy for the School Estate “Building Better Schools:  
Investing in Scotland’s Future”. 

 
It was stated that this aspiration required identification of an optimum pattern of 
provision in order that investment and resources could be targeted to ensure that the 
school estate would have all its buildings in condition A or B in the shortest possible 
timescale.  It was pointed out that currently there were 17 schools described as 
condition C.  The Report identified the main issues arising out of the community 
conversations in relation to: 
 
(1) School Building Conditions; 
(2) Travel; 
(3) School Rolls; 
(4) Impact on the Community; and 
(5) Concerns about School Staff.   
 
It was further stated in the Report that the Comhairle could deliver a high quality 
education provision that was economically viable, effective and efficient with an 
optimum footprint of schools, which were designed to meet the aspirations of a 
curriculum suited to the 21

st
 century and that by 2012 40% of pupils in the Western 

Isles would be educated in first class buildings.  It was highlighted that the Comhairle’s 
strategy for the future development of the school estate was committed to ensuring that 
the remaining 60% of pupils would also be educated in good or very good buildings.  It 
was further pointed out that in order to achieve this aim it was proposed that 
refurbishment, or redesign, would take place which would ensure schools were well 
designed, accessible, inclusive learning environments that would support the delivery of 
high quality educational experiences through Curriculum for Excellence and that to 
achieve this would require the amalgamation of schools.   
 
It was further intimated in the Report that if the recommendations detailed in the Report 
were approved by the Comhairle it was proposed to undertake the statutory 
consultation process in the Autumn of 2010 in respect of the proposed discontinuation 
of S1/S2 provision at Paible School and in Spring 2011 in respect of the proposed 
closure of Eriskay School.  It was recommended that the statutory consultation process 
in relation to the proposed closure of Eoligarry, Bernera, Tong and Tolsta Schools be 
undertaken in the Autumn of 2012. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree: 
 
(1) to proceed to statutory consultation on the proposed discontinuation of 

S1/2 education at Paible School with effect from August 2012 and the 
proposed closure of Eriskay School with effect from August 2013; and 

 
(2) that the statutory consultation process in relation to the proposed 

closure of Eoligarry, Bernera, Tong and Tolsta Schools be considered in 
the academic year 2012/13, provided that their current profile remains 
the same; 

 
 
 on the basis detailed in the Report. 
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  CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

 

Integrated 
Children’s 
Services Plan 
2010 – 13 –  
Feedback from 
the Consultation 
and Final Plan  
E01 

14 With reference to Item 15 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report highlighting the key aspects of 
the consultation and feedback on the draft Integrated Children’s Services Plan 2010-
2013.  It was intimated in the Report that consultation on the draft Plan had taken place 
using a variety of means including: 
 
(1) the Comhairle website;  
 
(2) GLOW; 
 
(3) NHS Western Isles website and internal communications system; 
 
(4) copies of the draft Plan had been e-mailed to all stakeholders including the 

voluntary sector; 
 
(5) face to face meetings with 
 

(a) vulnerable children and young people who were looked after and 
accommodated; 

(b) youth groups; 
(c) the Joint Consultative Committee; and 
(d) Youth Councils. 

 
A copy of the draft Integrated Children’s Services Plan 2010-2013 was appended to the 
Report, along with a summary of feedback from the consultation and a completed 
Equality and Diversity Initial Impact Assessment. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the feedback from the 
consultation process and approve the final version of the Integrated Children’s 
Services Plan (2010- 2013) as detailed in Appendix A to the Report.  

 
  It was agreed that the public including the press be excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of the Appendix to the following item on the grounds that exempt 
information as defined in Paragraph 3 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, namely information relating to the adoption, care, 
fostering or education of any particular child or relating to the supervision or residence 
of any particular child in accordance with a supervision requirement made in respect of 
that child under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, would be disclosed. 
 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children 
2009/10 (Full 
Year and 
Current Position 
in Quarter 1, 
2010/11) 
SW02 

15 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report which detailed 
the current position in relation to specialist mainland placements and of the continuing 
budgetary pressures arising from these.  It was indicated in the Report that two further 
placements of children or young people to the mainland had been made since April 
2010.  It was further pointed out that the budgetary provision for mainland placements 
for 2010/11 had been increased significantly to £1,653,500 and that the review of the 
Adoption and Fostering Service, together with the proposals being made as a result of 
the review aimed to have a positive impact on the budgetary provision for Mainland 
Placement in future financial years. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle note the forecasted costs for specialist mainland 
placements, as detailed in the Report, and the actions being taken to address 
this issue. 
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Social Work 
Inspection 
Agency – 
Second Follow 
Up Inspection of 
Social Work 
Services in 
Comhairle Nan 
Eilean Siar – 
February 2010 
SW01 

16 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report giving 
information on the results of the second follow-up inspection of Social Work Services in 
the Western Isles by the Social Work Inspection Agency (SWIA).  The Report stated 
that the Report published by SWIA in November 2006 contained 20 recommendations 
to improve Social Work Services and that a second follow-up inspection had taken 
place in September 2009 and that this had been followed by a further unplanned 
inspection by SWIA of Children and Families Services in November 2009, which had 
resulted in a case file audit of all Looked After Children.  In response to this audit an 
Action Plan had been submitted to SWIA in January 2010 and this together with the 
Action Plan that had resulted from the initial inspection was attached at Appendix A to 
the Report.  It was pointed out in the Report that a number of the themes covered in the 
Action Plan were already being progressed prior to the Inspection and that the dates 
identified in the Action Plan referred to specific pieces of work being carried out 
subsequent to the inspection. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the contents of the Report in relation to the Social Work Inspection 

Agency Inspection of Children and Families Services; and 
 
(2) note the identified areas for improvement as set out in the Action Plan at 

Appendix A in the Report. 

 
  BUILDINGS 

 

Programme and 
Progress 
PR33.01.12 

 

17 The Director of Technical Services submitted a Programme and Progress Report in 
respect of schemes at the pre – construction and construction stages for properties 
held on the Education and Children’s Services Account. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 
  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the Meeting during 

consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information as defined in 
Paragraphs 6 8 and 9 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as 
amended, namely, information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person other than the Comhairle, the amount of any expenditure proposed to 
be incurred by the Comhairle under any particular contract for the acquisition of 
property of the supply of goods or services and any terms proposed, or to be proposed 
by, or to the Comhairle, in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition, 
or disposal of property or the supply of goods or services, would be disclosed. 
 

Western Isles 
Schools Project:  
Update 
E01.02.15A 

18 The Chief Executive submitted a Report providing an update on the Western Isles 
Schools Project. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the current status of the Western Isles Schools Project; and 
 
(2) grant delegated authority to the Chief Executive to approve any design 

specification documents, such as Accommodation Schedules, with 
respect to the proposed school in Daliburgh. 

 
  PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

 

Reports 
Outstanding:  
Progress 
PR33.01.12 

 

19 The Chief Executive submitted a Report detailing the Reports Outstanding arising from 
the decisions of the Committee. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
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  URGENT ITEMS 

 

  The Chairman ruled that, in accordance with the provisions of Section 50(B) 4 of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, that the following three items be 
considered as a matter of urgency in order to allow the Comhairle to take a view on the 
matter prior to the next series of Meetings. 
 

Review of 
Adoption and 
Fostering 
Service 
SW02.03 

20 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report which provided 
feedback on the review of the Adoption and Fostering Service and made proposals for 
the development of the Service.  It was stated in the Report that the review 
recommended that an additional social worker and resource worker be recruited and 
that a budget be identified to cover the cost of recruitment campaigns and support to 
carers and prospective carers.  Details of the funding required were provided in the 
Report. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the recommendations of the review of the Adoption and Fostering 

Services; 
 
(2) agree to allocate £42,000 from the 2009/10 underspend in Children’s 

Services/Action for Children budgets; 
 
(3) agree to allocate £50,000 from the spend to save budget in 2010/11 to 

recruit an additional social worker and resource worker, subject to 
approval of the establishment of the said posts by Human Resources 
Sub-Committee; and 

 
(4) note that a further Report would be presented to Committee in August 

2010 which would present an updated policy and procedural framework 
for the adoption and fostering service, with detailed proposals for the 
level of fees and/or allowances to be paid to all carers. 

 
New School 
Provision at 
Daliburgh, 
South Uist 
E01.02.15a 

21 The Chief Executive submitted a Report which detailed the current position in relation 
to the funding package for new school provision at Daliburgh.  It was indicated in the 
Report that the Comhairle had received details of the award of funding from the School 
Investment Programme and this was detailed in the Report.  It was further indicated 
that community conversations had taken place between the Comhairle and Daliburgh 
School and the community in relation to design, educational and sports provision and a 
possible timetable and that the last meeting had been very constructive and positive 
towards the Comhairle’s proposal to build a new Primary School. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree that the award of funding support, in the minimum sum of 

£2,122,344, and with the conditions set out in paragraph 4, for the 
provision of a new Primary School provision at Daliburgh, South Uist, be 
noted; 

 
(2) agree that it be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the 

Leader, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Education and Children’s 
Services Committee, Director of Education and Children’s Services and 
Director of Finance and  Corporate Resources, to take all necessary 
actions – 

 
(i) to ensure the preparation of a satisfactory financial package; 

and 
 
(ii) conditional on (i) above, to issue the necessary instructions to 

Sgoiltean Ùra LLP as soon as reasonably possible, all on such 
terms and conditions as he shall deem appropriate. 
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  Mr David Blaney declared an interest in the item concerning Provision of Pre-School 
Education in the Western Isles as his wife was involved in pre-school provision and left 
the meeting during consideration of the matter.  
 

Provision of Pre-
School 
Education in the 
Western Isles 
E01.02.06 

22 The Director of Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report which detailed 
the Scottish Government’s aspirations for an increase in pre-school education and 
sought approval of an appropriate way forward.  It was stated in the Report that in 
August 2009 the Comhairle approved the Early Years and Early Intervention Strategy 
which contained the target to increase pre-school funding to 570 hours per annum in 
August 2010, as detailed in the Concordat between the Scottish Government and Local 
Government and that in the Comhairle’s Budget Setting process for 2010/11 the 
funding from August 2010 to 31 March 2011 had identified from within the Education 
and Children’s Services Department’s resources and that work had commenced to 
ensure that the additional hours could be provided in August 2010. 
 
It was indicated in the Report that planned legislation to require Local Authorities to 
expand pre-school provision from August 2010 had been delayed and as a result very 
few Authorities were implementing the increase in hours in August 2010 and that 
discussions between COSLA and the Scottish Government in the run up to the setting 
of the 2010/11 Authority budgets had highlighted that the priority should be the 
reduction in class sizes. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, that the Comhairle agree to defer any increase in pre-school hours 
until the Comhairle has identified its budget priorities for 2011/12. 

 
 


